
Text: 2 Peter 1:5-11 

Title: The Fruitful Christian Life 

3  dimensions 

I. THE CONSISTENT ACCUMULATION OF ITS VIRTUES   5-7 

 A. OUR CRITICAL DUTY       5A 

For this very reason make every effort…  the bold, necessary imperative flowing from the indicatives of vv. 1-4. 
  
 B. OUR COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT    5-7  
A well-rounded symmetrical growth is envisaged, encouraged.  Roughly, the 1st virtues (after faith) concern our inner life 

and our relationship to God; the last 2 involve our relationship with others.   Ultimate goal = conformity Christ, individually, 
Rom 8:29, or corporately, Eph 5:27; 1 Pe 1:19; etc.  Summary statement in 2 Pe 3:18. 

  
 C. OUR CONVINCING DISTINCTION                                                           5-7                                                            

Powerful, persuasive proofs of true Christianity.   Clear and compelling, tangible marks of an effective Christian 

  

II. THE CONFIDENT AFFIRMATION OF ITS VITALITY   8-9 
 A. BY THEIR PROGRESSIVE CONTINUATION    8A 

Increasing in growth, depth and productivity. 
  
 B. BY THEIR PREVENTIVE CONDITION      8B 

Preventive as well as protective. 
  

 C. BY THEIR PREDICTABLE CONDEMNATION     9 

The logical and theological consequences of spiritual neglect 
  

III. THE CROWNING ASSURANCE OF ITS VALIDITY   10-11 
HC # 86.   Q: Since then we are delivered from our misery, merely of grace, through Christ, without any merit of ours, why must we still do good works?   
A: Because Christ, having redeemed and delivered us by his blood, also renews us by his Holy Spirit, after his own image; that so we may testify, by the whole of our 
conduct, our gratitude to God for his blessings, and that he may be praised by us; also, that every one may be assured in himself of his faith, by the fruits thereof; 
and that, by our godly conversation others may be gained to Christ. 

 A. OUR STRENUOUS RESPONSIBILITY     10A  

Cf. Phi 2:12-13.   God's gracious redemptive actions are to be accompanied by man's responsive, responsible deeds.  
   B. OUR SECURE RELATIONSHIP      10B 
Cf. Jude 24-25.  Our standing with/before God is unshakable. 
  
 C. OUR SUPREME REWARD      11 
Because God has created faith in our souls through regeneration of the Holy Spirit, we know trust him and his Word by 

obeying the Lord Jesus Christ in active dependence on the Holy Spirit who brings forth these by bringing forth these 

Christian virtues in our lives.  We now have the comfort and assurance that he who began this work in me will complete it  
at the day of Christ, Phi 1:6. see also 2 Pe 3:13.     
  

  

 


